
First Civilizations 
Research Project 

Choose 1 of the 4 topics to research.  Answer each topic question by following the 
guidelines given. Final presentation format will be determined by topic chosen.     

 
Topic #1:  What was the importance of the Nile to early Egyptian Civilizations? 

a. How did the river affect people? 
b. How did the river influence the economy of the area? 
c. Did the river affect the class systems (government)? 
d. What technologies were invented to tame the river?  

a. Do we still practice these technologies? 
e. Create a DIORAMA of the influence of the Nile for your FINAL 

presentation format.   
Topic #2: What role did religion play in ancient Egypt society? 

a. Did the Egyptians have religion? 
b. How was the Egyptian religion structured? 

i. How many Gods did the Egyptians believe in? 
ii. Did the Egyptians pray? Give sacrifices?  

c. What is Mummification? 
i. How did it play a role in Egyptian religion? 

ii. Describe the process of mummification 
d. How did the Pyramids fit into Egyptian religion? 

i. Why and who were they built for? 
ii. Who built them? 

iii. Did the building of the pyramids help or hurt the economy? 
e. Create a POSTER or POWER POINT PRESENTATION for the final 

presentation.  
Topic #3: What was the class system (government) of Egypt? 

a. How was society split? 
b. Is a class system a form of government? 
c. What were the responsibilities of each class? 
d. What advances in learning and record keeping were invented in this era? 

(You may also look at other ancient civilizations such as the Sumerians 
and the Babylonians) 

e. Create a POSTER of DIORAMA of the class system of Egypt for your final 
presentation.  

Topic #4: Who were the famous/legendary leaders of ancient Egypt? 
a. Name and give a detailed biography of at least 5 famous Pharaohs 
b. Name and give detailed biography of at least 4 other famous leaders from 

the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia (Akkad, Babylon, Persia etc.) 
c. Make sure to include what made each ruler famous and give your opinion 

on if his or her ideas had influence around the world.   
d. Create a POWERPOINT presentation to present your information.   


